Over the past several years, Pennsylvania’s
criminal justice system has been assailed
and not without damage.

The Issues
• The responsibility for ensuring that every indigent defendant is represented by counsel rests with the
government and is a fundamental component to a fair trial. In 2016, in the landmark case of Kuren v. Luzerne
County, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court acknowledged the problems caused by chronic underfunding and
understaffing of an indigent defense system. Despite this holding, Pennsylvania continues to refuse to
allocate state funding to ensure adequate funding and resources needed to provide effective counsel for
every indigent defendant so they receive a fair trial.
• According to the Council of State Government’s 2017 Justice Reinvestment in Pennsylvania policy paper
(JRI), “Pennsylvania has the highest incarceration rate in the Northeast” with “387 people imprisoned per
100,000 adult residents.” The JRI report also indicated that between 2005 and 2014, the total number of
people incarcerated in Pennsylvania’s county and state prisons increased 16 percent. In comparison, New
York and New Jersey, incarcerations rates fell 18 percent and 24 percent, respectively.
• In Pennsylvania, one out of 34 adults is under community supervision, a rate that is 36% higher than the
national average according to Columbia University’s Justice Lab. These high numbers translate to higher
admissions to prison – 28% of admissions to prisons in the United States were the result of a parole violation,
compared to 45% in Pennsylvania. In fact, people who violate their terms of probation or parole terms occupy
one-third of Pennsylvania’s prison beds at a cost of $420 million per year according to the JRI Report.

Equal justice is not mere rhetoric. We have
honest differences and we respect vigorous
debates, but we must preserve the rule of
law and the freedoms enshrined in the United
States and Pennsylvania Constitutions which
were designed to deepen our freedoms. They
articulate values still worth believing in, working
for, and investing toward, to create endless
possibilities.
Toward that end, the Foundation for Justice
seeks to eliminate the criminal justice policy
vacuum in Pennsylvania and intends to occupy,
own, and ensure that sentencing reform,
elimination of mandatory minimums and other
fundamentally fair legislation is explained and
enacted through Foundation studies, editorials,
law review articles and advocacy in the media.

The Foundation for Justice will stand with
advocates who work around the clock to
protect individual liberties and halt the erosion
of the “innocent until proven guilty” doctrine.
It will rally behind those who are not thinking
about optics but seek to protect the rule of
law. The ones who don’t seek credit for their
successes, but rather share their leadership
with their colleagues so they can benefit from
their experiences.
Protect the advocates who do not sit on the
sidelines. Give to the PACDL Foundation for
Justice and help ensure that we give substance
to We the People by preserving, protecting
and defending the Pennsylvania and U.S.
Constitutions.

Leadership
In 2017, a group of Pennsylvania criminal defense lawyers formed the
Pennsylvania Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers Foundation for
Justice, a public-interest law organization dedicated to restoring the qualities
of balance and effectiveness to the administration of justice. Guided by an
all-volunteer board, the Foundation seeks opportunities to advance policy
changes to ensure a fair and balanced criminal justice system – where
equality before the law and liberty equally applicable to all individuals take
the front seat.
Complementing its policy advocacy, the Foundation intends to be a respected
research contributor by providing a balanced perspective to the wellpublicized and embedded advocates of law enforcement. With your support,
it will effectively market these findings to its primary audiences: members
of Pennsylvania’s General Assembly, policymakers in the executive branch,
academic institutions, policy organizations, hill influencers, Pennsylvania
news media, members of the criminal defense bar, and the public. This is
your opportunity to invest in our initial funding round.

Purposes
• Restore a balanced, common sense perspective to criminal justice administration by contributing
thought leadership and research.
• Provide opportunities through fellowship and work-study programs for graduating law school students
and newly graduated law students concerning criminal justice issues.
• Educate the public to the benefits of a fair and balanced criminal justice system that ensures that
criminal defense attorneys can most effectively represent the accused and ensure that client
constitutionally guaranteed rights are protected.
• Provide financial support, scholarships and grants for criminal defense attorneys to attend educational
events, seminars, and trainings so that criminal defense attorneys are better informed, prepared,
and positioned to be the best advocates for those accused of crimes.
• Build a network of advocates and form partnerships with other organizations to focus on the intersection
of equal justice, education and public policy research.
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